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EU Abolishing Preferential Treatment of Chinese 
Imports 

AU1903115796 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 

in German 18 Mar 9 pS 


[Report by “sz:” “Evropean Union increases Pressure on 
Beiping*| 

(FBIS Translated Text] Being — According to the 
EU's new customs regulations, Chinese imports must 
be divided into four product groups. The grading 
is based on the extent to which Chinese imports 
jeopardize industnes in Europe. According to Endymion 
Wilkinson, the EU's representative in Beijing, Brussels 
has had to change its policy because China has an 
increasingly greatcr share in the EU's total imports 
despite quotas and anudumping measures 


China's market share in the EU is growing very fast, 
and in many industries it has exceeded the so-called 
“hon's share,” a threshold of 25 percent of all imports 
into the EU from developing countries that come 
under the Generalized Sysiem of Preferences (GSP) 
China's average import share among the developing 
countries is 29 percent at the moment. The GSP 1s 
an EU instrument that is not based on reciprocity 
The initiative, which goes back to UNCTAD [Unauted 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development}, was 
taken by the industrialized countries in 197! to pive 
developing countries an casier access to the markets 
This resulted in no duty on many products if the EU 
“We can change or abolish this system any time.” the 
EU representative in Beijing says 


China's competition has put other developing countries 
at a disadvantage. The current change also aims at 
preparing China for WTO) membership and for the 
rules that normally govern international trade. The EU 
representative in Beijing also points out that Brussels’ 
antidumping measures, which have been criticized a 
great deal by China, only apply to |S percent of China's 
exports to the EU 


The preferential treatment is to be abolished in two 
stages on | January 1997 and | January 1998 The EU 
expects 23.8 percent of all imports from China to lose 
ther preferential treatment during the first stage, and 
another %.1 percent in 1998. China's exports to the 
EU. on which no of very little customs duty is levied at 
the moment, will be divided inte four product groups as 
of 1997. In a complicated procedure, these groups will 
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come under four customs calegones of 0, 35, 70, and 
8S percent of the normal EU customs duties 


The most sensitive group of products will include tex 
ules, clothing, and metal products. With cheap exports 
the Chinese have put great pressure on the text.le indus- 
tnes in France and Germany. This group will attract 85 
percem of the normal customs duty in the future That 
means tha’ with 14 percent of EU customs duty on tex- 
tile imports, China will have to pay 12 percent import 
duty in the future. Chemical products, shoes, electronic 
equipment, and cars come under the second category 
Since China exceeds the quota for the “lion's share 
already, higher duties have had to be paid for many 
products since | January 1996. The fact that the prefer- 
ential treatment no longer applics duc to these clauses 
seems to have come as a surprise to the Foreign Trade 
Ministry in Beiping 


With this limitation of preferential weatment, the EU 
also wants to exer pressure on China to provide 
hetier access to its market for European products. Both 
Europeans and Americans have been frustrated for quite 
some time because access to the Chinese market has 
heen blocked in spite of numerous rounds of talks. The 
EU by no means wants China tc completely abolish all 
customs duties. But it does not want to accept higher 
average Customs duties than double the average duty in 
the OECD countries (7 to & percent) 


The EU also opposes China's inflexible policy on 
business locations. Beijing decides where industries may 
he established. Purthermore, the EU demands that trade 
monopoles of nationalized Chinese firms and cxport 
subsidies be abolished; it also wants better protection for 
intellectual property, the abolivon of discriminating and 
unclear Measures in agricultural policy, and the opening 
of the service, insurance, and banking industrics 


In 1995 China's trade with the 15 EU states amounted 
to some $28 tilhon. Brussels and Being are even 
in dispute over staustics. In its statistics, the People's 
Republic does not include exports that are shipped via 
Hongkong (reexports). EU figures show a balance of 
trade ‘eficn of $*® billion in 1995S. Imports to China 
from the EU countries amount to some 15 percent of 
China's total imports, with a shghtly rising tendency 
(1990: 11 percent). In companson: U.S -Chinese trade 
amounted to some $586 billion in 1995, the Americans 
deficrt climbed to $4 billion 
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Austria: Vienna Publishes Guidelines for EU 
Coaference 


AU1703205896 Vienna Oesterreich Ems Radio 
Network in German 1100 GMT 16 Mor % 


[Report by Franz Simbuerger]) 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Moderator] The European 
Union's security policy will be one of the main ‘ssues 
in Torino at the end of March, when the big EU 
government conference begins, 2 mecting that has been 
scheduled for a year at first and is supposed to sect 
down the guidelines for developing the EU further 
The experts’ opinions vary widely on this matter. They 
range from: We are domg well as EU to: The best 
thing would be to found it again. Each EU country will 
present ts own concept in Tomno with its respective 
ideas Of CoTamon security and foreign policy, common 
Currency, and new members. In Austria there have been 
protracted discussicns about this matter. Now there is 
a written document available for the first ume. Franz 
Simbuerger reports on Austria's guidelines for the EU 
government conference in Torino 


{Simbuerger] Austria's basic positions on the EU gov- 
ernment conference in Tonno are summarized in three 
chapters: foreign and security policy, closeness to the 
ciuzens, and democracy 


The EU is increasingly bearing responsibility for in- 
ternational statlity and security, the Austrian position 
paper says. However, the EU's current foreign policy 
does not live up to these demands. The preparation and 
implementation of common foreign and security policy 
decisions must be clearly improved. At the moment, this 
all too often fails because the member countries give 
priority to national foreign policy over the EU, the Aus- 
trian paper says. Therefore, Austria advocates to move 
on more strongly to decisions by majority within the 
framework of common and secury policy, with one 
excepuon: Unammily should continue to be required 1, 
the EU for military issues 


Purthermore, Austria commits itself to full participation 
in the all-Buropean security structures and also wants 
to participate actively in the development of a common 
defense policy 


The Austrian paper gives oarticularly broad room to the 
usue of closeness to the citizens in the EU. Austra 
advocates strengthening the principle of subsidiarity in 
the EU, that is, the principle that the EU should take 
over only those tasks that cannot be fulfilled by smaller 
units, such as the individual countries of regions. If the 
central bodies in Brussels take over toc many tasks, 
it should even be possible to take them to court, the 
Austrian paper says 
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One of Austria's central concerns also is to include 
efforts for the highest possible employment level in 
Europe as a goal in the EC Treaty. At the same ume, 
there shoaid he a controlling haty im the El! that 
checks isc individual countries’ measures in the struggic 
against unemployment and, if necessary, even cxctts 
poliucal pressure on those countries thal take too little 
care cf employment 


Another one of Austria's focal issues for the government 
conference 1s environmental policy. The principle of 
lasung development, that 1s, using nature and raw 
materials :n such a way that future generations can 
sull benefit from them, should also be included in the 
EC Treaty. Environmental protection principles should 
also be basically included in agreements in the field of 
ansportauon of agriculture, for instance 


On principle, Austfia supports narrowing the gap he- 
tween the EU institutions and the European citizens 
Specific proposals on this matter are: More participation 
by the European Parliament as well as by the national 
parliaments tn all processes in the EU, clearer and more 
comprehensibic texts of laws and agreements, and cas- 
ver access for the public to EU documents 


Austria: Schuessel Assures Croatia of Cok Support 
AU 1803183196 Vienna Ocesterreich Eins Radio 
Network in German 1700 GMT 18& Mar % 


[Report by Alfred Schwarz on mecting between Aus- 
trian Foreign Minister Wolfgang Schuessel and Croatian 
Prime Minister Slatko Matesa in Vienna on 18 March 
— recorded; Matesa statement in English with superim.- 
posed German translation) 


[FBIS Translated Text} (Schwarz! The reason for Pome 
Minister Matesa’s visit to Vienna ts not of a political but 
a purely economic nature. Tomorrow he will meet with 
approximately 200 Austrian businessmen ir ested in 
investing in Croatia. For Austrian Foreig) \finister 
Schuessel, Croatia 1s a frend of Austria, and he will 
advocate Croatia's admission to the Council of Europe 
[CoE] 


Regarding the situation in the Croatian-Muslim Federa- 
tion, the Croatian prime minister sand. The functioning 
of the federation is one of the decisive points for endur. 
ing peace in the Balkans 


[Matesa] The probiem always lies in the people, the 
way in which they act and think. Yet all problems can 
he solved through joint efforts by Croats and Muslims 
it os om thes spurt that | agreed with Bosnian Pnme 
Minister Muratovic to set up a special pM COMMIMSION 
to discuss all issues and to find the necessary soluvons 
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[Schwarz] Yet, in reality, ut will probably be difficult 
to establish the necessary confidence between Croats 
and Muslims. Croatia has so far had trouble to convey 
convincingly thal it was really secking partnership with 
ihe Muslims at an equa! foouUng. The imilialive to set up 
a commussion for all pending problems may be a first 
step toward effective cooperation ktween Croats and 
Muslims in Bosnia 


Austria: Einem on ‘Remilitarizing Trend ‘in 
Foreign Policy 

AU 1803083396 Vienna DER STANDARL in German 
16-17 Mar 96 p5$ 


[Report by APA: “Eincm: Militarization of Foreign 
Policy Threatening’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Vienna — loterior Minister Cas- 
par Einem has warned of “trends toward remilstarizing 
Austria's foreign policy 


In his view, the push into a mulitary alliance by 
poliucians of the Austrian People's Party and the 
Freedom Party of Austria is the result of Austria's 
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foreign policy over the past 10 years, during which i 
tned to “play kibitzer at the superpower level.” Einem 
said on Thursday evening [14 March] af a discussion 
event organized by the Young Generation in the Social 
Democrat Pasty of Austria 


In the Balkans conflict, for imstance. 
feclings were di Arnibuted too carly 


sympathetic 


Once again, the interior minister Commented on defense 
policy issues: Security must not begin just by defending 
one's own territory but by combating conflicts before 
they escalaic, Exnrm said. Even though the real threat 
scenarios have been reduced as a result of the end of 
the Cold War and the crumbling of the East Bloc, many 
circles have recently expressed the desire to expand the 
police and mulitary apparatus 


In the local discussion on security the formula of 
securily Means More police in the streets” 1s often used, 
which 1s, however, too narrow a view, Eimem thinks 
A tocling of security 1s much rather established al the 
emouonal ievel or at the level of material supplies, he 
sand 
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UK: Government Offers New Ulster ‘Compromise’ 
Package 

MS2003092396 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 20 Mar 96 p 2 


[Report by Robert Shrimsicy and Richard Savill: “Major 


Tries to End Peace Stalemate with New Offer’ | 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} John Major will try to secure 
Dublin's agreement today to a new Compromise package 
of recommendations to Dreak the stalemaic on progress 
in the Northern Irciand talks process 


Well-placed sources said the recommendations, agreed 
at a Catinet sub-commiutice last might, were a “balanced 
package” of measures which extended wel! beyond 
elections to a peace forum which is to be in place before 
all-party talks begin on June 10 


Mr Major will try to sell the proposals in a telephone 
conversation today with John Bruton, his Irish counter 
part, while Si Patnck Mayhew, Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, will bref Dick Spring, the Irish deputy prime 
munister, in Belfast 


Their support is crucial as Mr Major is unwilling to risk 
a public spit #1 this delicate stage 


Central to the proposals is likely to be an effort to re 
build trust with the Ulster Unionists Dy revisiting a con 
sultaive document released at the weeacnd which ap 
peared to downgrade the importance of decommuission- 
ing of terrorist arms 


Mr Bruton has said publicly that the document must 
not be changed and ut has played a kev role in 
destroying any remaining vestiges o; Unionist trust in 
the Government 


The document also angered Unionis's by giving Dubin 
a pivetal role as jornt manager of talks, even in those 
areas cachusively within the Province 


The new package envisages re-cuxamuning the issue of 
the structure of the talks as sect down in the document 
and tougher language to reassure Unionists that decom 
missicning of terrorist arms remains a top priority when 
all-party \alks begin 


Unionists were funous af the document and vented 
thew anger at Sw Patrick in moctings in Belfast and 
London yesterday. Ministers hope that by calming 
Unionist anger that they will secure thew support for 
compromise on the system of clections to the peace 
forum. accepting a ‘hyted of thew own proposals 
and the list system favoured by Dubim. the nationalist 
SDLP [Social Democratic Labour Party), and hardline 
Democrauc Unionists 
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Su Patrick disclosed that May 30 had been pencilled in 
as the date for those clecvons 


An all-ireland rcterendum on an end to taerarism will 
also be offered as an olive branch to the SDLP 


One minister sand progress had heen made mm a 
Gireciion which he hoped would ‘picase most peopic 


However, MPs were warning last night that, in secking 
to keep all sides on board the Government may simply 
succeed in alicnaling all of them 


Seamus Mallon, SDLP deputy leader, said the compro- 
mise plan heing discussed has all the ingredients of 
being a type of w@Tangement that possibly could grind 
to a halt very, very quickly 


a day when all odes turned 
mcoimng ciforts to reach a 


The wav forward came 
on the Government. den 
Compromise 


Both Ulster Unionists and Tones had been optimustx 
that the Government was poised to Pack the plan 
put forward by David Trimble the Ulster Unionist 
Paty leader, for clecvonms based on the 18 cxisting 
W estrmunster scats with five members clacted from cach 
comutucnc ) 


But one source sand that Mr Major had boen alarmed 
by the force of Dutiin's pulixc support for the alterna 
tive clection system hacked bw the SDLP 


Peter Rotinson, deputy leader of the Demacratx Union 
iM Party, said at a Y-munute mecting at Stormont that 
his party would boycott the talks if Dubin retained a 
role as Managet 


In a letter to So Patra kk, the DUP [Democratic Unironest 
Paty) added If the gun-totong, terror wedded IRA/Simn 
Fein is negotiating there. we will not he negotiating with 
therm 


The Alliance Party als 


Cita comiminem | 


pave a warning thal, withoul a 
‘ 


lccommissomng. the talks 


Lm hie 


aly Collapse 


UK: Sinn Fein Vive President Loherty Interviewed 


MS/919144206 Dublin AN PHORLACHT om English 
id Mar Ww, 


[Report mevew with Pat Doherty. Sinn Fon woe 
presaden! hy Martha McClelland. date and piace hin 
given, received via Interact 19 Mar) 


Test} Seon Pons canddate im 
Northeast Pywelection is 
Mere Martha 


(PRIS Transcribed 
the fortxommng Donegal 


ihe party s vice president Pat Doherty 
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McClelland for AP/RN [AN PHOBLACHT/REPUB- 
LICAN NEWS) talks to him about his county and the 
issues on which the election will be fought. 


AP/YRN: Is there a tradition of republicanism in Done- 
gal” 
PAT: Donegal has a strong republican tradition, 
manifest in various personalives. For cxample Peadar 
O'Donnell was not only a republican but had a very 
clear-sighted social analysis. Unlike some socialists 
whose analysis of the working class is focused primar- 
ily on urban dwellers, Peadas O'Donnell understood 
the needs and demands of small farmers and fishing 
communives and the relauonship between both rural 
and urban worlang-class communities. 

f 


In recent years, Doncgal’s navonalism/repu>licanism 
has been highlighted both by the phenomenon of Neil 
Blaney and the re- emergence of Sinn Fein, not only 


PAT: Partition was a disaster for a county as remote 
as Donegal. Cut off on three sides by the sea, partition 
made it virtually an island on its own, cut off from the 
26 Counties, as well as from the rest of Ulster. Only one 


was totally identified with Uy Pollan Dam development 
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AP/RN: You've said that the Leinster House parues 
have faled Donegal. How” 


PAT: All the political parues in Lew sier House have 
been in power, cither as government of in Coalition, in 
the past 15 years. They have all failed Donegal. They 
haven't effecuvely tackled our more senous problems. 
unemployment, emigration, the plight of the smal! farm- 
ers and fishing people, the rura! communities starved of 
funding and without access to resources. 


Rather than developing, Dublin has presided over the 
decline of the fishing industry. Government ministers 
heve failed to resist unfair EU quotas. They have failed 
to develop the infrastructure, piers, servicing of boats, 
upgrading safety and general standards. vital to the 
industry. The potential of Donegal’s fishing industry has 
been stifled. Donegal is tae arca best situated in the EU 
to have a vibrant fishing :ndustry 


From the Downings to Rathmullen, including Sheep- 
haven Bay, Mulroy Bay, Lough Swilly and the Foyle, 
we have major inlets whose potential has never been 
developed. They have been crucified by the lack of real 
concern from Dublin. Whatever positive development 
is happening, in Burtonport and Killybegs for cxam- 
ple, is duc totally to local cnergy and initiative. Fishing 
was could be one of our greatest national resources, but 
Dublin has refused to deal with it in the necessary bold 
and imaginative way 


Small farmers are so threatened by EU quotas and 
regulauons that they formed their own organisation, 
the United Farmers Association. This is particularly 
strong in Donegal. More than just livelihoods are at 
stake, if our farmers arc driven from thei land and our 
fishermen driven from the sea, a whole way of rural life 
is threatened 


Tourism can be properly managed, not just for thus 
year but with an cye to generations ahead. Donegal has 
4 quite unigue environment, bul this cannot be taken 
for granted. There is a growing awareness about the 
environment, bul we face some scnous issues. Tourtem 
must always be developed with respect for the culture 
By this | mean the whole way of life of a people. 
including music and traditions. Tourism can create a 
pressure to subordinate this to an Americanised of pan- 
European culture. Donegal people are understandably 
proud of their heritage. Cultural vibrancy depends on a 
decent standard of living, on a community's talents and 


energies 


AP/RN: How does the peace process and its develop- 
ments affect the county’ 


PAT. The development of Sinn Fein's peace strategy 
since 1986 led to the cease-fire and the creation of 
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the Forum for Peace and Reconciliation in Dublin. The 
sumber of Donegal people involved in the Forum is 
remarkable, including Prank Kelly (PG) (Fine Gael], 
James McDaid (FF) [Fine Fail], Sean Molloy (Labour), 
Brid Rodgers (SDLF) [Social Democratic Labour Party} 
as well as myself. This representation far 2xceeds any 
other county and highlights another aspect. Doncgal’s 
strong streak of independence. 

Since the emergence of the peace process, the EU has 
clearly identified not only the Six Counties, but also the 
six border counties as needing special help after years 
of marginalisation and vwegiect. Donegal is recognised 
as in a particularly acute plight. Partivon effectively cut 
off Donegal, creating an island within an island 


UK: Arms Contractor ‘On Brink’ of Middle East 
Arms Deal 

MS180310796 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
18 Mar % pi 


[Report by Paul Murphy, Simon Beavis and David 
Pairhall: GEC in 5 bn Pounds Midle East Arms Deal’ ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) GEC (General Electric Corpo- 
rauon), Britain's leading defence contractor is on the 
brink of securing a multi-billion pound order to sup- 
ply a set of new weapons sysiems to the United Arab 
Emirates which would secure thousaads of pots in the 
defence industry 


The deal, worth up to $ billion pounds according to 
some cxperts, involves development of a new ‘super- 
intelligent” mussile simular to the American Tomahawk 
Cruise mussile 


Secret negotiations on the contract have been under way 
for more than a year, and the technology involved has 
heen exhaustively tested over recent months 


Some close followers of GEC had expected news of the 
contract to be announced last week, with the company 
planning a series of presentations in London But a last- 
minute hitch has meant that announcement of the deal 
could now be delayed for weeks of even months 


One issue thought by some observers to have slowed 
down the deal is the negotiation of a military treaty 
between Britain and the UAE similar to tie-ups being 
negotiated between the Emurates and the US and France 


The weaty — probably in the form of a memorandum 


of understanding — would cover deployment and sta- 
Honing of troops in the UAE 
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Although i 1s not a wade agreement, like the giant Al- 
Yamamah oil for ams deal with Saudi Arama which 


is worth 2 billion pounds a year, the memorandum 
would form a framework withn which commercial 
negotiations could proceed. 


The agreement has already proved an embarrassing 
obstacle in Britain's efforts to sel! Tornado aircraft to 
the UAE, primarily in competition with Preach Mirages 


The French, according to the Arab state, are prepared 
to put thew rapid reacvon force under local jurisdiction 
whereas the Brith are not — 2 refusal confirmed by 
the Defence Secretary, Michael Porullo, during a visit 
to the Gulf at the end of last year 


Observers believe the deal has taken so long to negotiate 
because the UAE has in recent years loosened its de- 
pendence on Britain as its prime supplier of armaments 
and has been trying to cut defence procurement costs by 
encouraging Compettton among foreign manufacturers 


While details of the new missile system remain hazy 
GEC has lined up more than 100 other companies 
to Cafry out sub<ontracung work. Many of these arc 
British — such as Lucas Industries, Dowty, Fairey 
Group and M. L. Aviation — but GEC is also planning 
to use a South African company, Kentron, to produce 
some of the more advanced clectron:.s 


GEC has long supplied its Hakim guided weapon system 
to the UAE, and is said to be offering one of two 


possible upgraded versions of tus system. A similar 
weapon codenamed Pegasus — has also been offered 
by GEC to the Royal Air Force, which is looking for a 
new conventionally armed stand-off missile (Casam) 


However the frontrunners for a deal with the British 
defence ministry to Duy a simular guided missile system 
to the UAE's — to be decided in July — are believed to 
he British Acrospace Dynamics’ Storm Shadow, based 
on a Prench Matra airframe, an ait-launched version of 
the American Tomahawk missile made by Hughes, and 
a cheap but effective Israch missile called the Popeye 


The MoD’s defence evaluation and research authority is 
evaluating the competng systems being offered for the 
Casom contract. Bul with GEC apparently trailing in the 
RAF competition, the UAE order is doubly important 
to the group's efforts to maintain a strong showing in 


the guided weapons industry 
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Germany: Kinkel Discusses EU Solidarity lewes 


AU 1903131496 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
19 Mar % p2 


[Imerview with German Foreign Minister Klaus Kunkel 
by Alexandra Fooder!-Scamuid iz Bonn: date not given 
“Kinkel: In Favor of Setting Up EU Defense”) 


(FBIS Translated Text} [Foeder!-Schoud] Germany and 
Frame are planning ‘o urge the coming EU Intergov- 
ernmental Conference to abolish the national veto and 
permit majonty decisions. Will this facilitate the deci- 


ssonmaking process’ 


[Kinkel] To increase the EU's ability to act, * is above 
all necessary to improve the decisionmaking procedures 
This includes in particular an extension of majonty 
decisions in the arca of common forcign and security 
pohcy. There will be problems in the future on which 
we will have to agree unanimously. For instance, in 
connection with decisions on funds, accession problems, 
of weaty amerdments, unanimity will be required. 


[Poeder!-Schmid) But don't you want majonty decisions 
in foreign and defense policy issucs’ 


{Kinkel] No one wants to put the cart before the horse 
Unanimity will continue to be required in the defense 
acca. it is inconceivable that it should be possible to 
force Austria, Germany, or any other member state to 
make available national armed forces for military or 
police missions, for instance 


[Foeder!-Schmid] it is a deficit for the EU, isn't it, to 
speak in one voice to the outside world only rarely 
Could a sort of “European foreign minister” remedy this 
situation’ 


{Kinkel) lt is true, the EU could speak im one voue 
more often. However, a sort of “European foreign 
minister” could hardly help in this respect. Bul we 
should not hush up problems. We will reach 4 common 
Buropean identity, credibility, and energetic action of 
the EU only if the foundation and the decisionmaking 
processes are in order. That is why we advocate 
setting up a common analysis and planning uni to 
assist the Council Presidency with the preparation and 
implementation of decuions. Such a unit could be 
headed by a secretary general. lt must be clear, however, 
that he should be responsidic to the Council, and that 
poliucal responsitility for the common foregn and 
security policy should continue to rest with the Council 


[Poeder!-Schoud) Germany has repeatedly made clea 
that Buropean solidarity includes a defense policy iden- 
tity. What does this mean for EU member states that are 
neither in the Western Buropean Union (WEL) nor in 
NATO” 


GERMANY 7 


[Kinkel} The defense policy perspective that could 
eventually icad to common defense 1s already outlined 
m the Maastictt Treaty and thus forms pari of the 
EU's common basis. This perspecuve will have to be 
expanded step by step, while the mtcrests of those 
member states will be pa cularly considered thal arc 
not WEU of NATO memicrs. Over the mecium term, 
we will keep to integration of the WEU into the EU 
However, at the Intergoveramental Conference, we will 
have to extend the European Council's responsitulsty for 
guidelines to include the WEU 


|Fooder!-Schmud} Will solidanty of those member states 
which refuse to be mulitanly involved im specific oper- 
ations be confined to financial solidanty, meaning, will 
they have to pay’ 


[Kinkel] No, solidarnty « always political. | expect 
member states that reiuse to take part im certam op- 
cravions to suppor the others loyally 


[Foeder!-Schrmd] Do you Gunk that as a result of 
Germany's vehement support for the EU. the fear of 
German hegemony will increase in the smaller and 
medium-sized countries’ 


[Kinkel] No. By the way, concerns about a German 
hegemonic claim are unfounded. The opposiic ts correct 
We want to be bound into Europe. The fact that we want 
European integration to deepen and that we are secking 
a single European currency shows that Europe has 
attived at a decisive milestone. Europe's self-assecrtiion 
is at stake. It ts only by further integration steps that 
Europe can assert itself in locational competivon against 
America and Asia 


To this end, all European counties — the larger, 
medium-sized, and smaller ones — must cooperate. This 
is the secret of Europe. A relapse into old naton-state 
thinking must be avowed 


Germany: Official Discus NATO Expanston With 
Rusia 


AU 190316009 Berlin DIE WELT ws German 
18 Mar 9 po 


[Report by Lothar Ruch! 
NATU Expansion | 


(PBIS Translated Text} Bonn — Despite continuing ten- 
son over NATO castward expansion, both Russia and 
Germany see relations between them as possessing a 
fundamental importance for European security that e1- 
tends beyond the Russian presedenval clections Both 
sides are concerned about how the relahonstup can he 
used to ensure cruis-free relavons in Eastern Burope 
A start has been made, but the task oul) has to be 


Compromise Sought om 
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completed. That was the outcome of a conference last- 
mg two and a half days organized by the Federal Se- 
curity Poly Academy sca’ Bonn Both governments 
wer: represcnied by high-«anking officials from thew 
respective Foreige Ministries. The Bundestag was rep- 
resented by Kar! Lamers. foreign policy spokesman of 
the CDU/CSU [Christian Demuxratc Union/Chrisuan 
Social Union) Bundestag Group. SPD [Social Demo- 
ctatx Pany of Germany| Deputy Gernot Ericr, and FDP 
[Free Democratx Party) Deputy Joerg van Essen 


The papers that were delivered and the discussons that 
were held made ut cleat Wal there are oPstacies that sul! 
have to be tackled on the path icading to 4 aew secu 
nity structure tn Europe The main issucs to be resolved 
concera future cooperauon hetween Russia and NATU 
and ams control im the contest of a Dalanced mulday 
relavonship between Russia and NATO. as well as the 
problem of defending the terrvtorial integrity of the Rus 
sian Federation against moves toward separatiom on the 
part of non-Russian peoples such as the Chechens. There 
awe also indications that behind the confrontational fa 
cade of a curt reject on of NATO castward cxpansion 
Moscow is gradually beginning to consider a compr 
muse soluuon. However, a Preakthrough is «tl! to he 
achieved, because with the Russian clecthons in June 
the U.S. elections in November, and the commencement 
of talks between NATO and candidates for admission 
Poland and the Czech Republic, 1996 does not provide 
af appropriate ime for a more cxicnsive discussion oF 
the usuc. Moscow's Foreign Ministry is also cngag 
img in speculation about the future composition of the 
U.S. Senate, which will have to approve NATO adems 
son treaties with a two-thards mayortty. The Kremlin is 
factoring Gus uncertainty clement into tts lactn al cal 
culations. Al the same time, Moscow ts using this year 
to issue veiled warnings in Warsaw. Budapest, and the 
Balt states, which ts something that Foreign Minister 
Pomakov, a fesolute opponent of any kind of NATU 
expansions, is doung on his current round of trips 
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The German parboupants at the Bad Newenabr mecting 
sought to convince the Russian sede that the adopuon 
of a favorable stance towaré NATO and the EU and 
hemng a rchabic partner low ‘ac two orgamizabons would 
staMhze Russia's western Sank to compensate for the 
instatlsty on the castern and southern flanks and would 
thus strengthen Russia's security poston overall. The 
Russien sede capressed interest on Gus line of argument, 
bul 1 was made clea that Moscow would demand 
damage-limaation condmons for the feared worst~<ase 
scenario These conditions inchude 


muting NATO cxpansion to a few counties m 


castern Cenvral Europe 


no NATO cxpanson into the Balt states, southern 
Europe, and Uaracnc 


the srengthemng of the OSCE [Organization for Se 
curty and Cooperation in Europe) through the estab 
ishment of a steering agency in which Russia would be 
represented alongsite the United States and the El’ 


4 special agreement between NATO) and Russa 
raming the level of polrucal relations 


a revimon of the 199) Pans CFE [Conventional 
Forces in Europe] Treaty with regard to parity in heavy 
weapons for conventional forces in Europe with the aim 
of lfung the lomuts emposed on Russia and agreeing 
a new balance of mulstary forces \etwoen Russia and 
NAT as well a the incluwon of other countries (such 
as Finland, the Baltic states, and Swoden) 


a CIS political organization for common security and 
dctense would he brought into the “security partinerrfup 
with Russia by the West as a counterpart to NATH) 

a process that has already started in the case of Belarus 
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Prence: US. Seid To Benefit From PRC -Taelwan 
hepet+ 

BRIGO3144706 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 19 Mar9S pé 


\Aructe Py Phulippe Le Corre Clhone-Tarwan Conflict 
Benefits Washingtor 


(PBIS Tramsiated Text) (ao Momtay 


. Marct yest 


day. Boipng was » sunch a eew senes of multtary 
Mancuve;rs «ho } group of sma wands Comtrolied 
Py Tarwat I ~ sure KT 4cT Oma A * wf arcs 
were Ww ™ lied ( tenese terrvicrial waters 

anc they have now hoen Jclaved duc to alvere weather 

admpoms Mowever soch Chenesc mancuvers a wr 

as the tact (iat © tema Das warned the Americans to leave 
thew wars f the Formosa Strats al! Comtribute 
to the wmpres nal tenon has fcahed matimun 
puch 1m Ue rey 

This & a <a iafgciy ahord Py We micThaloma 
‘Tha with sam | ier cah a CNN eC ny 
snafr ad ?Teak Of Pans Mm whose iroes part of 


Tarwan 6 POpulZon w& 0 aicgediy tnd tecll Ang 
yo. in Tewan in Tepe a Kaohsrung 
mam harhor, te domunant foclhng « one of Pauses 
a usual” Prom cab drivers hankers, ¢ 
has cupressed any ‘car regarding the trea of Chinese 


Tare at > 


Tue ancse 


mvasnon 

Heme the following iptetroga , vw ,‘m a Tn 
_ ’ ; 

von to heneft from thes Tale of cron’ Tt hes foe 


heen demonstraicd that Washington was informed in 
advance Py Beijing of the latter's intention of conduct 
img Multary Cactciucs mm ihe Tarwan strats Which dod 
bot prevent the Pentagon from diepatchong two amcraft 
Carriers to the region. winle Warren Christopher sad 
(tuna s attitude was wmprudent Two days later, we 
learned that Tarwan had pust pad a $1.1 tulhon adwance 
m the MH lhbon comtract won m 199) Sw General De 
namacs for the sale of 1S) F-16 figtver ancraft. And 
yesterday the Chinese Petroicum Corp (Tawan's ta 
bene OF Company) announced a agreement with US 
company ( omaco comernming Proapecting Propet 
m the Formosa Strats And thu ts only the heginning 
In addition to the usual statements of aryToviatiion fro 
the spokesman of a government whose overwhelmung 
{ 


marry of memrers were Com ated if S universities 
ae Li Teng hu eeveTal demomtaom were 
held wm Tepe: to 6Dank Washengion for sending the 


uss Imiepondem ¢ aw ral) cartwd A mone | te 
patiament sad We would lke to te) US. te 
as Dal Dew Moncey & wer in the Laned 
States. for the last two works. weapons manelacturers 

a well a6. Cue to he Curren! clectoral campaige 
politicians of all stripes have horn cootatc Tawar 


“ we 


sch and needs 4 etrong defense The Clinton < af 
ay a politica 


Tuntty ation Nas alec Posstoomed rtecif | 






FRANCE ¥ 


robe 1 (he fount atom prac]ess Seteces the two C henas 
ehh 1 Ue longer term Tice af mcrcased presciue 
im the region aft a tome when thee Far East ts Docommng 
mre and More 
CT Wiee OF 


Asiat od both Tawar and Jaw 
hat ny (5) Fy . und 


Everyore bere knows about «. but the mower of US 
micrestis 9 Tarwen fommam tah ah CAPT! insists 
Simulatly, Wastungtion curreatly has too many stakes 
m (tena (mtelicctua!l property. trade « 

mp of such af oppottumty as afforded hy oie Tawa 


| force 


a 


Trans shah wae DoVET anvil ng Pula ‘eine | 
hw Be ong in vere or su/squgucn' he po tiatlcom Ant aan 
rom a teow terse sialcments. one cCannet hel pote the 
amecnce ©. the Europeans, eve: Cawtous not to take wedes 
fh af weue even though the sakes ae comaderatc 


France: De Charette Wants ‘huropean Piller’ of 
NATO 

BRQUOS10EIVS Pans APP im French 

ISS3GMT 19 Mar 


PRIS Translated Teast) Pars 19 Mar (APP ih 
Tuesday 19 March) Foragn Minwter Herve & 
Charette tcteratied that France will not partcipate 
the imicgraied multtary defense syeten | ine Atlaninx 
Alhance, Sul Wal 1 is cndeavormmg to cetabineh tx 


Eur "can Millar of Ux Atiantx Alliance 


During question tome on the Nathomal Assecrmly Mr ce 
(haretie + alement came m feeponer 
from Le Var Deputy Arther Pacctt (UDI 
Preach Domacracy! about what Prance 's faryyTe hement 
eth NATO actually entmiled 


a yguceu® 
ly m fiw 


The mnie sand hal wha’ was going »" wae 
rene wa {te Alame whh was formed ode 
Now, he sand, there appears to he a fea 

estahinh the Fur "can f w of the Apsance 


Mr de Charette eraphauzed that Prance had decuiad 

ake a fret step) 6lteward (he Atlattxn Allee 
mvolving the mxhuwon of the Preach munmwea of 
ctenee if the Pewee fh wlth fee COowrlerTparts om the 
Alhance are actively involwed and the remmegration of 
Prance mnto the Miletary C pewter!) Bat otherwree we 
shall of Course Hot parbcipate im the wmtegrated muliiary 
Jetensc system the monster under! mead 


Dawewom and work he comledead had hee 
un hed eth our mae partners and t« t¢ allies 
hal Neen ect The first wae the Atlantic Allene 
mecting in Berlin wm June jurmng @hah. the muneter 
hoped. the Atlantn ( cap * have to lay dow 
wwrne guadchnes fw th mofownd renewal of the 
Alhanme The eoceond wes the enews merting | aa 
held 9 Brusecis on Decemher Mr de Charette honed 
hal thee would We the occasion of wach the Geremetive 
ofiguravon im the European defense adentity was 
im shel 








Thee reper! may Comte Copynghted matenal ( opying are! d:eserrenel © 
opr Gehted © how Pernesee of the oopyrg ener 

















0 CYPRUS 


Cyprus: Kasoulidhis Views Holbrocke Remarks. 
US. Plas 

NC1903113496 Nicoma O FILELF VIHEROS 

wn Greet 19 Mar pi 


[Report by Andreas Khatmiornakes! 


(PBIS Transiaied Text) The goverament yesterday re- 
vealed thai he United States has an acbon plan for a 
Cyprus solution beyond its ideas on specific mesures to 
trnige the Giferences between the two wdes in Cyprus 
Clarifying the content of ap interview woth Richard Hol 
trooke im which he reporiedly sad there ts a US. plan 
for a Cyprus solution, government spokceman loannis 
Kasoulidius revealed: There is no solution plan, but an 
acvon plan [previous two words in English! 


According to O FILELEVTHEROS information, the 
ation plan says Ce United States will spend the 
ume until June coordinating with the EU and Dolding 
meetings on the ambassadorial level in Athens. Ankara 
and Nicosia After the Turkish presedent and Turkish 
prime munister viest Washington in April and May 
‘high-level U.S. action” is expected to be taken, with 
Ankara the first stop. John Keratieum, te current 
assistant secretary of state in charge of European 
altars, US. Presidential Emesary Richard Beattie, and 
Holtrooke— if his involvement in Cyprus is decided 
won—eill gat involved af hat port As has heen 
stated, the efforts aim to resume direct talks Setwors 
Kiendits and Denktas 


According to bis imerview with the Turkish sewspaper 
MILLIVET, Holbrooke remains involved in US. nego 
Gations on Cyprus, since, as he told the correspondent 
he discussed the issue with Beatue shortly hefore the 
imerview. Sirta Lopez, the US. State Department desk 
officer for Cyprus, is in Cyprus and will meet Preendent 
Kiiridius taday. The spokeceman said the wien is clearly 


for briefing purposes 


in tes interview, the former assistant sccretary of wate 
sud “Ciller’s government had accepted US. mediation 
without Gus meaning that the Turkish Goverament had 
made concessions sway from Turkish sattonal inter 
ests Keecalidhis commented “The Cyprnct Govern 
ment was oot informed shout (hue We kocw het wm a 
goverament, Ciller's adrunwstrason woul! Cooperate in 
the effors for a Cyprus sotuton 


The architect of the agreement for Bosma-Herzegovina 
sull supports the doctrine for Greek. Turtash relations 
named afer him in his interview with the Turkish 
sewspaper, Holtrooke said the Cyprus tesuc ts the key 
© resolving other Creck- Turkish tesues. If of ts pot 
resolved there will be no end to the metatelety wm te 
cast Mediterranean. which will be negative for NATO 
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Kasould..s demoed a Cyprus Broadcasung Corporation 
report on Sunday [17 March) according to whach EU 
Commumoncr Ham: van dem Brock has informed the 
povernracet that he will propose that the acat BU pres- 
dency. ireland. leguslate the appeustment of s coordina 
tor for Cyprus wat the Cyprus issue os resolved. The 
sokceman sad Wha te El’ commussoncr sa wu 
thy. the method of EU mediabon u still beng forme 
lacol” Kasouldius claniied: “He was clear that the EV 
has oct ‘tiled on a final approach 


Cyprus: Kasoulidhs: Comments »9 Greek-Ressian 
Statement 

NC {1905125496 Necoma Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corperanon Rado Network « Greet 

11/90 GMT 19 Mar 


(PBIS Translated Teast) Commenung on the joount Greek 
Russian statement on Cyprus. governement spokesman 
loannes Kasoulades has sand the government consaders i 
very wgnificant that Russia understands the Cyprnat po 
sitions presented by Greek Foreign Momster Theadhoros 
Pangalos Accordme to the jount statement, Creave and 
Russia agree that pmplementung the dermibitanzavon pro 
posal op Cyprus could contrihute substantively to creal 
ing a Posstrve clomate on the weland as well as to creating 
condrhoms of scourity, trust, and cecperstion between 
the two COm*unrbes 


The sent statement was meewed inp Morcow after vester 
day's talks hetween the Russian and Crock foreign min 
ters Kasculadies added that the goverament capects a 
further briefing on Pangalos talks tn Moscow as pat 
of the regular briefings between Athem and Nicosia 


Cyprus: Coser Returns Prom Ankers Talks on 
b}comemy 


TAI@04171106 Nwoew BRavwret Rado in f urtish 
14%) GMT 16 Mar 


(PBIS Translates Text! Bocomomy and Pimance Minister 
Salth Coe coded tus comtacts 9 Ankara and returned 
to the Turkish Repulix of Northern Cyprs [TRNC]) 
tlay In Ankara be diecwesed the ccomomec and finan 
cal etuathon on the TRNC woth Turkish Government 
offic nals 


pon fee return from Ankara. Coser held a meeting 
a the qunwtry woth formgn financial representatives 
The mocting was reportedly «heduled previously in a 
statement to cur Correspondent afier (us merung, Coma 
asseveed bis Comtacts 9 Ankara He sau that the man 
am of hes weet was to bold prebemenary talks of he 
pornt @Comema Protea ol to he signed hoteeen the TRNCG 
and the Turkish Reputin Gus year He poivad out ha 
a techoxal delegation will arrive from Turkey in te 
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next few days to work with government officials on the 
protocol. After thal, he said, a delegation headed by 
Prime Minister Hakki Atun will go to Ankara to sign 
the protocol. 

Cosar said that he held beneficial talks with the Turkish 
Government officials and that he saw that Turkey 


CYPRUS P 


views the problems of the TRNC with sympathy and 
understanding. Cosar reiterated thal it is essential to 
take certain stabiliiy measures in order to overcome 
the economic problems of the TRNC. He added that 
as always, motherland Turkey's support is needed for 
the government efforts in this field 
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Turkey: Yilmaz Says Poised Hammer ‘Must Be 
Reassessed' 


7TA2003071996 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 19 Mar % 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
has said that the Poised Hammer issue must be re- 
assessed, adding that it is out of the question for its 
Current Commission to Continue in the exact same way. 


Democratic Left Party [DSP] leader Bulent Ecevit 
visited Yilmaz to congratulate him. Following the 
mecting, Yilmaz responded to a reporter's question on 
whether the Powed Hammer issuc was raised during 
today’s briefing at the Office of the Chief of the General 
Staff. Recounting that the bricfing dealt only with 
internal and external threats, Yilmaz added that Poised 
Hammer was not assessed and that it will be assessed at 
the 22 March meeting of the National Security Council. 


In reply to a question on the stand that he will adopt 
regarding the Poised Hammer issuc, Yilmaz said 


[Yilmaz] “Our stand is clear. | said yesterday, however, 
that we need to sce the information that is in the 
hands of the state. We need to reassess our stand 
within the context of that information. It is out of the 
question, however, for the commission exercised to date 
to continue in the same way. 


Yilmaz expressed his gratitude to Ecevit for abstaining 
Guring the vote of confidence and thereby contributing 
greatly to the establishment of the government. Poimting 
out that Ecevit was the first party leader who came to 
congratulate him, Yilmaz added that he will brief Ecevit 


on the government work af every opportunity 


[Yilmaz] “1 stated earlier that conciliation is essential 
for this government in view of its structure and the 
manner in which it was set up. | believe we will have 
af opportunity to establish such conciliation with the 
DSP in the coming term and thus, under the current 
conditions, secure a government for Turkey that will be 
able to undertake moves within a parliament that will be 
easier to supervise and with which we will have close 


cooperation.” 

in turn, Ecevit noted that he visited Yilmaz to congrat- 
ulate him. Explaining that the government assumed its 
@uties at a very difficult time, Ecevit said he will con- 
vey his views on the country’s issues to Yilmaz during 


the meeting. 


Yilmaz later answered reporters’ questions on various 
issues. Responding to a question on whether the leader 
of the PKK [Workers Party cf Kurdistan) separatist 
terrorist organization sent a letter to him, Yilmaz said 
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he had not received such a letter. Noung that such 
ploys were used in the past as well, Yilmaz added that 
no government in Turkey will be intimidated by such 
threats. 


In reply to a question on whether the Motherland Party 
|ANAP] proposed to cooperate with the True Path Party 
[DYP} regarding the 2 June local by-clections, Yilmaz 
said that an official proposal was oui of the question and 
that he had discussed the by-clecuons with Tansu Ciller 
but neither he nor Ciller had made an official proposal 


DSP whips Mumtaz Soysal and Husametun Ozkan and 
DSP Secretary General Zeki Sezer were also present at 
the mecting 


In a statement after his meeting with Yilmaz, Ecevit 
said he wished success to the government headed by 
Yilmaz. He added that he took this opportunity to 
convey to the prime minister some of his wishes and 
concerns. Noung that the government has given priority 
to imcreasing prices in its ciforts to overcome the 
economic difficulties, Ecevit added that the people are 
very worned about these price increases. Explaining that 
some of these price increases will affect production and 
consumption, Ecevit added that the increase in ferulizer 
prices is the highest. 


[Ecevit] “The price of fertilizers was increased by 110- 
150 percent. It has become impossible fcr villagers and 
farmers, many of whom were unable to afford ferulizers 
in the past, to use them now. For this reason, agricultural 
production will plummet. 


Ecevit noted that he had asked Yilmaz to be more care- 
ful regarding the price increases and to reassess the in- 
crease on fertilizers in particular. He said he had com- 
municated to Yilmaz that the difficulues faced by citi- 
zens who had to leave their homes in castern and south- 
eastern Anatolia for security reasons are continuing. Re- 
counting that he had also discussed the problems of sea- 
sonal workers and [word indistinct], Ecevit added that 
he had expressed to Yilmaz his hopes that measures will 
be taken in order not to extend the state of emergency 
again. Ecevit said he had explained to Yilmaz his ap- 
prehensions regarding Poised Hammer 


Ecevit later visited DYP leader Tansu Ciller and con- 
ferred with her for some ume. Ecevit issued no state- 
ments after the mevting, which was held at parliament 
and lasted for almost an hour 


Ciller said Ucevit had conveyed to her his views on 
various state affairs. Explaining that she, as the DYP 
leader, is outside the government, Ciller said that for 
this reason she avoids issuing statc;nents that would be 
binding on the government. Ciller noted that the general 
polises adapted by the joint ANAP-DYP government 
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are Clear and pointed oul thal they are reflected in the 
coalition protocol. Views were exchanged along these 
lines, Ciller added. 

[Ciller] “We hope the economic and social council will 
be operational as soon as possibic. | told him that we, 
as the party that first raised the issue of the economic 
council and supported its prompt operation, view this as 
a very positive development. Actually, we have already 
held the first economic council mecting. We told him 
we believe it will be favorable to quickly convene this 
council in a conciliatory atmosphere in order to tackle 
various issues of concern to the public. Mr. Ecevit 
voiced his views regarding various issues, from the staic 
of emergency to Poised Hammer. In turn, we conveyed 
to him our views on these issues by relaying static 
information to him.” 

Ciller added that views were exchanged on the Cyprus 
and human rights issues. In reply to a reporter's question 
on whether Ciller will support Poised Hammer, Ciller 
said: 

[Ciller] “Mr. Ecevit made certain observations regarding 
this issue. | find it more appropriate for him to voice 
these observations himself. | do not want to speak on his 
behalf. Within this framework, however, the need may 
arise, at least initially, for him to extend his support.” 


Turkey: Ankara Concerned About Copenhagen 
Kardish Meeting 

TA1803153296 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1459 GMT 18 Mar 96 


{[PBIS Transcribed Text} Ankara, March 18 (A.A.) — 
Ankara said on Monday that it felt uneasiness over 
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a mecting of the so-called Kurdish parliament-in<xile 
which had taken place in Copenhagen 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akhbel told a weekly 
news conference that Danish ambassador to Ankara 
Niels Helskov will be summoned to the Foreign Min- 
istry to convey Turkey's uncasiness felt over the mect- 


ing. 


Akhel recalled that Turkey had carlier expressed regret 
over the mecung that took place in Copenhagen and 
warned Denmark that its decision to allow the mecung 
would harm relauons between the two counties. “The 
Danish government was informed in clear and unam- 
biguous terms thal this development would unavoidably 
have negative effects on Turkish-Danish relations,” the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry had said in a statement 


The Ministry said the parliament was under the influ- 
ence of the separatist terrors PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan} organization 


Akbel said it 1s natural that Turkey's attitude and 
cooperation was different to countries who support the 
separ alisi terrorist organizauon and who struggic against 
terrorism and recalled that Denmark was on Turkey's 
“red list.” 


Turkey does not purchase weapons and military equip- 
ment from countries whom it takes on tts “red list 
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Liechtenstein: Prince on Country's Constitutional 
Status 


AU1803131096 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
16-17 Mar % pl 


[Unattributed report: “Liechtenstein To Join Austria?” ] 


(PBIS Translated Text} Vaduz — On Friday [15 March) 
Prince Hans-Adam Il of Liechtenstein put his country’s 
constitutional status up for discussion and voiced con- 
siderations about joining Switzerland or Austria. If the 
population were to decide in favor of giving up sover- 
cignty, “1 would consider joining Switzerland a mean- 
ingful alternative,” he said. 


In his speech at the opening of the Dict session, he 
came out in favor of “slowly concluding, for political 
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and economic reasons, the period of unceriainty about 
the future position of the monarchy.” 


“Maintaining the monarchy with another family” or 
a republic are also conceivad’e. For years a conflict 
about the constitution has been smoldering between 
the prince and his Diet. Therefore, his words musi be 
taken absolutely seriously, an expert on Liechtenstcin 
told DER STANDARD. In conclusion, Hans-Adam said 
“that the prince and his family are pleased to provide the 
head of state in this country and continue to be willing 
to bear the responsibility.” 
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